The Parish of Chorley St. Laurence

DRAFT APCM Minutes
Thursday 5th May at 6.15pm
(within in the context of the Eucharist)
There were 32 members present and 12 apologies
All those elected confirmed they were eligible to stand for their various positions and had
been proposed and seconded by members of the Electoral Roll.
Vestry meeting
There were 2 candidates who had proposers and seconders:
Bernard Oakley
Darren Nicholson
These were duly elected. The Rector thanked them for serving in the previous year.
The 2021 Annual Report
• The Electoral Roll Report
• The PCC Report
• The Financial Statements of the PCC
• The Church Fabric (Buildings Group)
• The Deanery Synod.
•

James spoke to the Financial report. James informed the meeting, as previously known, that
we run out of money next year. He said it was a grave situation. The Annual Report was
proposed by Darren Nicholson and seconded by Rob Kelly. Unanimously approved.
Appointment of Independent Examiner
James Laidler proposed John Schofield. Seconded Tony Checker. Unanimously approved.

Chairman’s remarks.
Fr. Neil outlined the two options that had been previously shared with the congregation,
the consequences being an exciting future or managing decline and closure. Despite
requests, no one had come forward with any alternative proposals to what the Rector had
outlined in both the February congregational meeting and the APCM itself. Whilst everyone
is working extremely hard, and the current situation is no criticism of anyone, the task
ahead is one that is beyond our own means and resources.
After reflecting on the two options as illustrated, during a time of prayer those present
were asked to indicate which option they preferred. The unanimous outcome was to
explore an exciting new future for St. Laurence’s.
Fr. Neil said that, if we claimed we loved St. Laurence’s, the mature response to saying that
is to do something about it! Saying we loved the church, but allowing it to be neglected and
to fall into disrepair, is not a mature response to the love of God. Neither is allowing it to
decline and close. These are matters of spiritual life or spiritual death.

Election of PCC members and Deputy Wardens
Michelle Wareham and Elle Greenhough were relected as Deputy Wardens
James Laidler, Betty Kelly and Joyce Fielding were elected to join the PCC.
A vote of thanks was offered to the Chairman and the evening concluded with the singing of a final hymn
and the blessing.

